UNESCO GLOBAL GEOPARK

Bohemian Paradise
What is a Geopark?

Most tourists going to a geopark believe that they will arrive to a fenced park, buy a ticket and will be rewarded with a tour during which
they will learn a lot of interesting facts. The good news is that when you visit a geopark you usually do not have to pay any admission fee
and it is entirely up to you which part of it you decide to explore. A geopark is a unique area with an exceptional variety of both animate
and inanimate nature combined with numerous cultural and historic heritage sites.
The Bohemian Paradise Geopark offers romantic sandstone rock formations, former volcanoes, caves, rock gorges, river valleys and interesting springs. You can find it on the territory bordered by Mnichovo Hradiště, Železný Brod, Jilemnice, Nová Paka, Jičín and Turnov.
It covers the area of 833 square kilometres.

1. Hruboskalské skalní město Rock Formations
The most developed rock formations consist of dozens of uniquely shaped rock towers made
of silica sandstone. The pinnacles reach as much as 50 metres high; the picturesque are Maják
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(The Lighthouse), Kapelník (The Bandleader) and Dračí skály (The Dragon’s Rocks). Continuing
erosion forms new ledges, lapiés and honeycombs.

2. Prachovské skály Rock Formations
They are one of the best-known sandstone rock formations in the Czech Republic. Its towers
are up to 40 m high, cross into wall rocks and are divided into several parts by narrow joints,
chimneys and clefts. In some places, the rocks are separated by dry rocky valleys or gorges.
The most famous of them are Emperor’s Corridor (Císařská chodba) and Fortna. The southern
side of the rock formations has been affected by rock slides and, therefore, you can see both
inclined and collapsed rock blocks here.

3. Suché skály Rock Formations
The jagged, one-kilometre-long ridge of a formation called Kantorovy varhany (The Schoolmaster’s Organ) and often referred to as the Czech Dolomites by climbers, is 40 to 80 m high.
It was shaped by tectonic plate movements when the sandstone layers were shifted
almost vertically from their original horizontal position. These are the oldest sandstone rocks;
they were formed when there was the prehistoric sea almost 100 million years ago.

4. Příhrazské skály Rock Formations
– a rockslide near Dneboh
The rock formation of Příhrazské skály consists of 178 towers which are situated mostly at
the edges of canyons. In 1926 a large landslide destroyed the hamlet of Kavčina at the outskirts of Dneboh. The landslide was 500 m wide and 400 m long and started at the foot of
the Drábské světničky rock formation. The trees on the slope leaned and continued growing
and their trunks acquired a saber-like shape (so-called dancing forest).

5. Trosky Peak (488 m a.s.l.)
This typical landmark of the Bohemian Paradise was an active volcano 16 million years ago.
Each of its two peaks erupted just once. The higher one, Panna (The Virgin) is only slightly
younger than the lower one Baba (The Old Woman). First the volcanic material formed a massive cone was and later subsequently the volcanic chimney was filled with molten basalt rock.
There are two types of rock visible at the foot of the Virgin and in its masonry. The remains of
the cone are brown and contain pieces of sandstone from the bedrock. The basalt is blackish-
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-grey here with typical columnar jointing.

6. Kozákov Hill (744 m a.s.l.)
The highest peak of the Bohemian Paradise is the youngest volcano in the region (it was
active 5 million years ago). Lava flowed down from the crater at the peak area where
the basalt quarries have been active to the present day. There are the remains of a volcanic
cone –a little rock near the walking trail to the spring of Radostna studanka - because Kozákov
was an active volcano 290 million years ago. Igneous rocks from that era are rich in deposits
of semi-precious stones (different quartz varieties), such as amethysts, agates, jaspers and
others.

7. Zebín Hill (399 m a.s.l.)
The distinctive conical Zebín Hill, the dominant feature of the Jičín basin, arose from volcanic eruption when rising magma came into contact with surface water. There is an abandoned
quarry on its west side where a basalt deposit, formed by magma filling a cavity, used to be.
The Chapel of St. Mary Magdalene on the top makes the distinctive silhouette of the landscape complete.

8. Káčov Hill (351 m a.s.l.)
Significant forested peak, of volcanic origin, rises close to Mnichovo Hradiste. Erosion and
the former quarry exposed the Tertiary volcano conduit. The claystones in the sandstone
overburden were sintered by contact metamorphism forming porcellanite. The basalt filling
forms a bizarre rock formation at the top. Igneous rocks and porous sandstones were mined
in the quarry and they were mainly used for construction of water works. The area has inte-
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resting flora and fauna.

9. The Jizera River Valley – the Riegrova Nature Trail
A canyon, nearly 100 m deep and 2 km long was formed as the Jizera River pushed its way
through volcanic rocks. At higher levels the harder rocks form ridges such as the mighty Krkavci skala (Raven Rock). There is an interesting feature on the opposite river bank a volcanic chimney made of basalt called Mysi skala (The Mouse Rock). The Jizera riverbed is
covered with boulders in which giant pots were formed.

10. Bezednice River Spring
The Bezednice spring at the bottom of which the sand whirls is situated in Vazovecke
udolí (Vazovec Valley) and it is associated with many legends. The legend has it that a carriage
drawn by horses sunk there. It is a karst formation from which water springs to the surface,
having made part of its journey down the valley hidden underground.
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11. Bozkovské Dolomite Caves
These unique karst caves were formed as the dolomitic limestone slowly dissolved. About 500
metres of the underground galleries are accessible. They are richly decorated with ledges,
stalactites and stalagmites. In the Bozkov Caves there is the largest underground karst lake
in Bohemia.

12. Bartošova Pec Cave - Ondříkovice Karst System
This is a karst spring cave from which usually 15 to 30 l/s of water flows out into the Vazovecký
Brook. To date 225 m of the galleries have been mapped and water enters the gallery system
from two underground streams located near Roudny and Podhorčí. Water from the Ondříkovice sinking site does not flow into the Cave.

